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Utopia Theatre Project Presents… Every Day Alice 
Written by Anne Yumi Kobori. Directed by Maryssa Wanlass
February 15 to March 9, 2019
Fridays and Saturdays @ 7pm (and Thursday, February 21)
PianoFight, 144 Taylor St., San Francisco, CA 94102
Tickets: $12-$35: www.EventBrite.com/e/every-day-alice-tickets-54250567909
Facebook: www.facebook.com/events/789234321414787
San Francisco, CA… Utopia Theatre Project presents the world premiere of Anne Yumi Kobori’s original play, Every Day Alice. Directed by Utopia’s Artistic Director, Maryssa Wanlass, Every Day Alice reimagines familiar characters from Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan in a modern day setting and explores the themes of growing up, identity and the fine line between imagination and delusion.   
Alice, a brilliant young writer, has been placed in a mental hospital due to nervous breakdowns from her overactive imagination. Her architect boyfriend, Peter, longs for adventure and a release from the responsibilities of adulthood. Their publisher/pianist friend, James, struggles to connect with his wife, Isabel, a mute professional dancer. Joining this foursome are Avshalom (a Freudian doctor), Hattie (a mad retired actress), Smythe (a drunk window-cleaner), and Queenie (a card sharp judge). Together, they navigate the blurred lines between mental health and artistic expression, as they discover what it truly means to grow up. 
Every Day Alice, the featured play of Utopia’s second season, was workshopped one evening last August in Redwood City as part of Dragon Productions Theatre Company's Monday Night Play Space series. Kobori began writing the play while she was a theater major at Santa Clara University.
Palo Alto Weekly (August 2018)

Alice's Adventures on Stage

Local Playwright Puts Beloved Childhood Characters in New Context 

www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2018/08/01/alices-adventures-on-stage
About Utopia Theatre Project 
Utopia Theatre Project, founded in 2014 by Bay Area actor Anne Yumi Kobori, uses new works and re-imagined classics to create experiential theater which inspires social change, human creativity, and actor-audience connection. Utopia supports emerging playwrights and directors in the development of new plays through staged readings, talk backs, and fully staged productions. The company incorporates dance, music, and visual media into its productions and encourages the expansion and diversification of theater audiences. A core value of Utopia is representation for minority voices. Kobori says, “I would especially like to create an opportunity for women and artists of color to have a voice and to have a platform to say what needs to be said.”

Utopia’s first season began with Chekhov’s The Seagull; Kobori’s new adaptation was a gender-neutral examination of Chekhov’s classic characters. Following that, Stories from Silence: An American Dream Play, an evening of short plays focused on the #MeToo movement. Utopia wrapped up its first season with the world premiere of Seeds, a new play, written and directed by Kobori. Set in World War II, Seeds wove together the stories of women and men reckoning with wartime secrets. Utopia’s second season began with a staged reading of the one-woman show, Natural Shocks, by America’s most produced playwright, Lauren Gunderson. Next, Demos Kratos Theatro: Plays by and for the People was an evening of short plays investigating democratic engagement in a Saturday Night Live style review. 

Bios:
Anne Yumi Kobori (Playwright; Alice) is a playwright, actor, director, costume designer, and teaching artist. She adapted Chekhov’s The Seagull and played Nina in Utopia Theatre Project’s inaugural production in 2014. Her original play Seeds premiered at Utopia last Spring. Her performance credits include the title role in Hamlet, Desdemona in Othello, Ariel in The Tempest (Silicon Valley Shakespeare), Ophelia in Hamlet on Tour (San Francisco Shakespeare Festival), Peggy Maruyama in Allegiance (CCCT), and numerous ShotzSF comedy shorts.  Anne founded Utopia in 2014 because she believes in artist-produced theatre as a unique and powerful medium for human connection and social justice. www.AnneYumiKobori.com
Maryssa Wanlass (Director) is a Bay Area based actor, director, and teaching artist. Her performance credits include As You Like It (CalShakes), Hamlet, The Winter's Tale, Macbeth (San Francisco Shakespeare Festival), As You Like It, Hamlet, Merry Wives of Windsor (Livermore Shakespeare Festival), Betrayal (Pear Avenue Theatre), Persuasion (San Jose Stage), Crime and Punishment (San Jose Repertory Theatre), Enchanted April, Witness for the Prosecution (Center REPertory Company), Much Ado About Nothing, Good Person of Szechuan (Woman's Will), How I Learned to Drive, Gaslight (Hapgood Theatre Company). Her directing work has been showcased with Utopia Theatre Project, Playground, Shotz, and The San Francisco Shakespeare Festival, where she is also a Resident Artist. www.maryssa-wanlass.com
Katie Rubin* (Hattie/Queenie) is a nationally touring solo performer, comic, and regional theater/commercial actress. She was most recently seen in Christopher Chen's You Mean to Do Me Harm at SF Playhouse. She has an MFA in Acting, teaches Acting and Improv at Stanford and A.C.T., and facilitates an online writing class for comics, solo artists, and writers of all kinds. Katie has written and toured three one-hour stand up comedy shows and five original solo theater pieces.  She is currently on commission to develop her 6th solo show at Capital Stage, where she will be performing her stand up show, What. The Hell. Is Happening? on February 10.
Norman Gee* (Avshalom/Smythe) was much about Paris last year, performing in Word for Word’s France tour last spring, then ending the year directing Four Men in Paris at the Douglas Morrison Theatre. He can often be seen at the Monday Night PlayGround at Berkeley Rep, and is also a company member of Ubuntu Theater.
*Member, Actors’ Equity Association
Ben Euphrat* (James) is an actor, musician, and musical director. He has worked as a musician/actor at various Bay Area theater companies including Marin Theatre Company, the Magic, Shotgun Players, TheatreFirst, Central Works, ACT, and Theatreworks. Ben has worked extensively in film and commercial, and has studied improv with the Groundlings and IO West. His latest album, Portrait, is a solo project coming out soon. www.BenEuphrat.com
Jessica Uher (Isabel) is a Bay Area native and life-long actor/dancer. Her training includes a BFA in Acting from Boston University and physical acting studies at the Accademia dell’Arte in Arezzo, Italy. She spent the last two years performing in The Speakeasy, Boxcar Theatre’s 1920’s immersive production.
Joshua Marx* (Peter) is an actor, professor of Theatre Arts at San Jose State University, professional fight choreographer, producer of Immersive Theatre, and has an MFA in Acting from Rutgers University. His acting credits include Romeo and Juliet, Timon of Athens, and The Great Gatsby (Alabama Shakespeare Festival); The Importance of Being Earnest, Over the River and Through the Woods, and A Christmas Carol (Flat Rock Playhouse); As You Like It (Theatre Under the Stars); One Man Two Guvnors (TheatreSquared); Crimes of the Heart (Theatreworks); Luna Gale (The Aurora); A New Girl in Town (42nd Street Moon); The Elephant Man (Hillbarn Theatre); South Pacific (Woodminster Playhouse); and Thoroughly Modern Millie (CCMT). www.j-marx.com
*Member, Actors’ Equity Association
For Calendar Editors
WHAT:
Utopia Theatre Project Presents… 

Every Day Alice 
Written by Anne Yumi Kobori
Directed by Maryssa Wanlass

WHEN: 
February 15 to March 9, 2019
Fridays and Saturdays @ 7pm (and Thursday, February 21)
WHERE:
PianoFight, 144 Taylor St., San Francisco, CA 94102
TICKETS:  
$12 - $35

$20 Advance/$25 at the door
Students and Seniors (over 60): $12 
VIP (Reserved seat): $35
www.EventBrite.com/e/every-day-alice-tickets-54250567909
INFO:

www.utopiatheatreproject.com
